
Board of Directors Election

Candidate Profile
My name is Darla Ashton and I am running for the position of  Director for the Heritage Credit Union.  
I have lived and worked in the Greenwood area for nearly 47 years and would consider myself  a lifetime 
resident of  the Boundary. 

I am currently an active member in the community and was elected to council for the City of  
Greenwood in 2011.  In addition to council, I am the current president of  the Rotary Club of  Grand 
Forks and a founding member of  the Friends of  Greenwood Improvement Society (FOTGIS). 

I believe in the co-operative effort that is demonstrated by a credit union model and support the 
fundamental principles that credit unions stand for.  I believe credit unions are as strong as their 
membership and would champion this through networking and dedication.  Credit unions play an 
intricate role in our communities and I would like to see growth and prosperity for all of  its members 
in all of  the communities they serve.  I believe in encouraging economic development and acknowledge 
that our local Heritage Credit Union can play a large part in the success of  our business community. 

I am a hard-worker, have great time management skills and am dedicated to my community.  With your 
support, I would like to bring a fresh Boundary perspective to the Heritage Credit Union’s Board.

Don’t forget to vote during business hours from April 9, 2013 to April 13, 2013 at your local Heritage 
Credit Union.  

I’m seeking election to the Heritage Credit Union board of  directors.  I’ve been a member of  the HCU 
since 1996 when my family and I relocated to Castlegar.  I’ve been happily married for nearly thirty 
years.  My wife and I raised our two children, who are both now in their twenties, in Castlegar.  I’m an 
instructor in the School of  Environment & Geomatics at Selkirk College.  

I have a strong interest in actively participating in our community.  I served on the Castlegar & District 
Library board for an eight year term from 2000 to 2008.  I often visit local schools to deliver science 
lessons and I’ve been a guest speaker at service group and local club meetings.  I’m experienced at 
committee work and collaborating with others on a range of  projects.  I’m at a stage in my career and 
in my family life where I would welcome a responsible commitment such as serving on the board of  
directors for the Heritage Credit Union.  

As a director, my goals would be to provide conscientious oversight of  credit union operations on 
behalf  of  HCU members, to offer constructive input at board and committee meetings, to evaluate 
business development initiatives thoughtfully in terms of  their benefit to credit union members and to 
our community and to learn more regarding HCU operations.

Thank you for your time, your consideration and your support.

Kenyon McGee has lived in the Slocan Valley for 35 years and has been a public school teacher and 
more recently, a lawyer with a general and varied practice in Winlaw and recently Trail, British 
Columbia.

He has been a Director of  the Credit Union since 1989 and in that role, has been Chairman of  the
I & L committee for a number of  years and is currently a Chairman of  the I & L and Personnel 
committees.

The Heritage Credit Union is one of  the few banking institutions where membership allows personal 
interaction with staff  and management who are familiar with the member, know the member on sight 
and can relate to each member’s personal circumstances with positive and meaningful suggestions 
and products.

Mr. McGee believes that the Credit Union movement must be encouraged and maintained and that the 
Cooperative and Community Values in our mission statement must be protected and promoted for the 
good of  the membership and wider community.

Mr. McGee believes it is extremely important to have local knowledge of  and experience on the Board 
of  Directors and hopes to continue to represent all members of  Heritage Credit Union on the Board of  
Directors for another term.

Darla Ashton

Robert Macrae

Kenyon McGee
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One of  the fundamental differences between us (as a credit union) and the banks is the opportunity 
for direct member participation and control in the direction of  our financial institution. We do this 
through the election of  members to the board of  directors. I strongly supported the credit union and 
cooperative philosophy of  member participation/representation on the board. I am seeking re-election 
to your board of  directors.

Since 1998, I have had the privilege of  representing you on the board of  Heritage Credit Union. During 
this time I have learned a great deal about our credit union and how it operates; completed the Credit 
Union Director Achievement Program; served on the Audit, Investment and Lending, Personnel, 
Community and Environmental, and Executive and Governance Committees; and currently serve as 
Vice Chair of  your board.

My employment background is broad, I currently work in the non-profit sector for a Community Social 
Service agency. In the past I have worked in the private sector, for government and a commission.

I believe my experience and background provide me with an excellent skill set to move our credit union 
forward in a very positive direction. I have enjoyed working with all the excellent staff  in our credit 
union, they work hard everyday serving members and making our credit union profitable. 

I would be honoured to serve another term as your representative on the board, and I am asking for 
your support in the upcoming election.

It has been a privilege to serve six years on the Board of  Heritage Credit Union and I am seeking 
re-election for another term. Currently I am the second Vice Chair of  the Board; member of  the 
Executive Committee; the Audit Committee; Investment and Lending Committee and the Community 
and Environment Fund Committee.  It has been a great learning experience and I would like to continue 
to put my knowledge and energy in serving you as members of  Heritage CU. 

I was born and raised in this community, served on the Kootenay Gallery Board for ten years and 
volunteered for several community organizations.  I am a long time employee of  Selkirk College where 
I gained a tremendous amount of  knowledge of  good board governance.   Good Board governance is 
very important during these times of  financial challenges.  I am committed to ensure our annual 
budget creates balance to provide excellent service to our members and still remain viable into the 
future. 

I am a strong supporter of  Heritage CU who is guided by The Co-operative Principles - by which 
Co-operatives put their values into practice.  My dedication to Heritage and the Co-operative movement 
helps build wellness and economic value within our communities.  I will continue to work to preserve 
the vision of   Heritage Credit Union "Working in partnership, providing value to our members, clients 
and communities" while maintaining the "Traditional Service" that our members enjoy. 

I look forward to serving you for another three years and appreciate your support with your vote.

I came to the Slocan Valley in 1966.  I taught school at Slocan Park and Brent Kennedy until 1999.  
Since then I have been retired.  I currently live at Crescent Valley.

I’ve been a director for more than thirty years and am currently Board chairperson.  Through the many 
challenges and successes, being a director has certainly been a rewarding experience for me.  I 
appreciate that the continuous learning is an important requirement of  fulfilling a director’s role.  The 
learning never stops.

One of  the most important advantages of  a Credit Union is that its members select the directors to 
represent them on the Board to act in the best interest of  the Credit Union.  These directors then 
report directly to you, the members.

An important responsibility of  the Board is to set the Credit Union’s business plan direction, and then 
diligently oversee its progress.  The direction we have set is to grow Heritage Credit Union as a viable 
and secure independent financial institution.  

I am very pleased with this direction and am also proud of  Heritage’s progress and look forward, with 
your vote, to continue representing you.

Julie Morrison

Marg Poohachoff

Dan Wack


